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at           higher            you have not nearly supplied as much
as was needed,"
The contention that the retail trader has received BO more
consideration than tie consumer was amply supported before the
same Commission by evidence from various quarters, and new
illustrations are of constant occurrence. Referring to the rigid
regdati&n exercised by tie Bhemsh-Westphalian Coal Syndicate
and the               Coal Trade Syndicate, tie report of the Mann-
heiza Chamber of Conoaeree for 1908 stated: " The -wholesale
coal trade Is HOT almost entirely in the hands of tie Rhenish
Coal Trade and Skipping Company. The dependent retail
trade finds itself restricted to the utmost by the measures
taken by the Company. It "was not able to derive any advan-
tage from the extraordinarily large demand for coal, for its
dependence on the Company prohibits it from buying English
coal and prescribes for it a limited market. On the other hand,
the year was favourable for dealers in non-syndicated coal.3*
How stringently the "tied-house" principle is applied may
be illustrated by the following notification, by which the cus-
tomers of the Westphaliaa Coal Trade Company learned that
their right to buy from a rival source was cancelled: "We
beg to inform you that from April, 1907, we shall be in a posi-
tion to supply you with a good briquette of Ebenish coal.
From that date, therefore, we can no longer allow you to
obtain your supplies of this product elsewhere/5 So far has
the Steel Syndicate carried its policy of trade regulation that
it now apportions to the dealers their separate spheres of
influence, beyond which they are not allowed to go, and with
a view to exercising complete control it requires registers of
their customers, so that there is nothing to prevent it from
eUminating the middle man altogether and selling direct to
the manufacturers.
The coal and iron industries, however, are not singular in this
respect. Not long ago a Berlin firm of silk dealers wrote to a
leading journal of that city: " The dictation of the cartell of silk
stuff manufacturers, -with its arbitrary and rigorous measures,
cries to faeavea. The cordial agreement which had existed for
years between producers and buyers has been changed into open
hostility, and the Berlin firms are to-day only the vassals of
the manufacturers."